
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Fairness and the Commons 
Socio-economic Strategies and Resource Dynamics  
October 19th – 20th, 2009 
 
Fondazione Giorgio Cini, San Giorgio Maggiore Island, Venice – Italy 

 

Background and Objectives of the Workshop 

Sustainably managing the local and the global commons requires not only an understanding of the 

environmental factors that affect them, but also a knowledge of the interactions and feedback 

cycles that operate between such resource dynamics and the socio-economic dynamics attributable 

to human intervention. This, in turn, calls for an investigation of the behavioural drivers behind human 

action. 

The workshop aims to bring a multidisciplinary approach to the environmental challenges inherent in 

the provision and utilization of the services originating from common-pool resources. By establishing 

bridges between the socio-economic, the ecological and the behavioural traditions, the goal is to 

find new insights into the mechanisms that can promote and sustain cooperation among the end-

users of the commons. 

The workshop will bring together a broad audience of selected international researchers from fields 

ranging from theoretical biology and economics, to behavioural and computational social science. 

Such diversity of backgrounds will promote the exchange of the latest research and policy proposals 

among the participants, as well as provide an opportunity to embark in subsequent common efforts. 

 

Contents and Topics of the Workshop 

The workshop is structured around three main sessions.  

On the first morning, the emphasis will be placed on establishing the role of fairness motives and 

spatial patterns in affecting the conservation and utilization of the commons. 

The afternoon session will provide an opportunity to explore the resilience of coupled systems, that is of 

systems characterized by interactions between the environmental and the socio-economic dynamics, 

to endogenous (i.e. behavioral) as well as exogenous (i.e. climate change) pressures exacerbating 

the resource scarcity. 

The second day’s session aims at drawing some conclusions and identifying research directions. 

Particular attention will be given to the integration of behavioral experiments and environmental 

investigations, leading to a general discussion aimed at setting a common future research agenda. 
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Programme 

DAY 1: Monday, October 19th,  2009 

09:00-09:15 Registration 

09:15-09:30 Welcome Address 

  Carlo CARRARO, FEEM and Ca'Foscari University of Venice, Italy 

Simon LEVIN, Princeton University, USA 

09:30-12:30 Session 1: The Influence of Fairness Motives and Spatial Patterns on the Conservation of 
  the Commons 

  Chair: Anastasios XEPAPADEAS, Athens University of Economics and Business, Greece 

09:30-10:10 Intergenerational Equality and Discounting 

  Simon LEVIN, Princeton University, USA 

10:10-10:45 Discussion 

  Steve LANSING, University of Arizona and Santa Fe Institute, USA  

10:45-11:15 Coffee Break 

11:15-11:55 The Survival of the Conformist: Equity-driven Ostracism & Renewable Resource 
Management 

  Maja SCHLÜTER, Princeton University, USA 

  Alessandro TAVONI, Ca' Foscari University of Venice and Princeton University, Italy/USA 

11:55-12:30 Discussion 

  E. SOMANATHAN, Indian Statistic Institute, Delhi 

12:30-14:00 Lunch 

14:00-18:15 Session 2: Conservation of the Commons under Endogenous and Exogenous Pressures 
  Exacerbating the Resource Scarcity 

  Chair: Carlo CARRARO, FEEM and Ca'Foscari University of Venice, Italy 

14:00-14:40 Evolution and Framing of Norms of Behaviour 

  Brian SKYRMS, University of California, Irvine and Stanford University, USA 

14:40-15:15 Discussion 

  Alexander FIELD, Santa Clara University, USA 

15:15-15:45 Coffee Break 
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15:45-16:25 Inequality and Rule Performance in the Governance of Water Resources 

Carmen MARCHIORI, London School of Economics, UK 

16:25-17:00 Discussion 

  Anastasios XEPAPADEAS, Athens University of Economics and Business, Greece 

17:00-17:40 Coordinating towards a Common Good 

Jorge M. PACHECO, University of Minho, Portugal 

17:40-18:15 Discussion 

Paolo PIN, University of Siena, Italy 

 

DAY 2: Tuesday, October 20th, 2009  

09:30 -10:30 Overview of the First Day Sessions and New Research Directions.  

  Panelists: 

Alexander FIELD, Santa Clara University, USA  

  Anastasios XEPAPADEAS, Athens University of Economics and Business, Greece  

  Steve LANSING, University of Arizona and Santa Fe Institute, USA 

10:30 -11:00 Discussion 

11:00 -11:30 Coffee Break 

11:30 -12:30 Open Discussion: Integrating Behavioural and Environmental Economics 

  Chair: Steve LANSING, University of Arizona and Santa Fe Institute, USA 

  Introduction: Simon LEVIN, Princeton University, USA  

12:30 -14:00 Lunch 
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Participants’ List 
 
Hannu AUTTO 
Public Choice Research Centre,  
University of Turku 
Assistentinkatu 7 (Publikum) 
20014 Turku  
Finland 
Tel.: +358 405671539 
E-mail: htautt@utu.fi 
 
Jessica BRIGHENTI 
University IUAV of Venice 
via Gaeta, 49 
04100 Latina (LT)  
Italy 
Tel.: +39 3203150868 
E-mail: jessibri@hotmail.com 
 
Luciano CANOVA 
Scuola Mattei Enicorporateuniversity 
via S. Salvo, 1 
20097 S. Donato  
Italy 
Tel.: +39 485974180 
E-mail: 
luciano.canova@enicorporateuniversity.eni.it 
 
Carlo CARRARO 
Fondazione Eni Enrico Mattei and  
Ca'Foscari University, Venice 
Castello 5252 
30123 Venice  
Italy 
Tel.: +39 0412711453 
Fax: +39 0412711461 
E-mail: carlo.carraro@feem.it 
 
Caterina CRUCIANI 
Fondazione Eni Enrico Mattei 
Campo S.Maria Formosa Castello 5252 
Venice 30123  
Italy 
Tel.: +39 0412711483 
Fax: +39 0412711461 
E-mail: caterina.cruciani@feem.it 
 
Alexander FIELD 
Santa Clara University 
CA 95053 Santa Clara  
USA 
Tel.: +1 408 554 4348 
Fax: +1 408 554 2331 
E-mail: afield@scu.edu 

 
Nonka GEORGIEVA 
D.A. Tsenov Academy of Economics 
2 Emanuil Chakarov str. 
5250 Svishtov  
Bulgaria 
Tel.: +359 63166327 
Fax: +359 63160472 
E-mail: nancy@mail.bg 
 
Alessandro GRETTER 
Fondazione Edmund Mach, 
Iasma Research and Innovation Centre, 
Environment and Natural Resources Area 
via E. Mach, 1 
38010 San Michele all'Adige (TN)  
Italy 
Tel.: +39 0461939573 
Fax: +39 0461948190 
E-mail: alessandro.gretter@iasma.it 
 
Snezhana KOSTOVA 
Institute of Control and System Research, 
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 
Acad. G. Bonchev str., bl. 2, P.O.Box 79 
1113 Sofia  
Bulgaria 
Tel.: +359 29792054 
Fax: +359 28703361 
E-mail: kostovasp@yahoo.com 
 
Steve LANSING 
University of Arizona, Santa Fe Institute  
and Stockholm Resilience Centre 
221 Haury Bldg. 
AZ 85721-0030 Tucson, Arizona  
USA 
Tel.: +1 520 7983479 
Fax: +1 520 6212088 
E-mail: lansing@santafe.edu 
 
Simon LEVIN 
Princeton University 
203 Eno Hall 
8544 Princeton  
USA 
Tel.: +1 609 2586880 
Fax: +1 609 2586819 
E-mail: slevin@Princeton.EDU 
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Carmen MARCHIORI 
London School of Economics 
LSE, King's Chambers - room K102 
Portugal Street 
WC2A 2AE London  
UK 
Tel.: +44 (0)2078523767 
Fax: +44 (0)2079557412 
E-mail: c.marchiori@lse.ac.uk 
 
Ughetta MOLIN FOP 
Fondazione Eni Enrico Mattei 
Campo S.Maria Formosa Castello 5252 
Venice 30123  
Italy 
Tel.: +39 0412711496 
Fax: +39 0412711461  
E-mail: ughetta.molin@feem.it 
 
Jorge Manuel DOS SANTOS PACHECO 
University of Minho  
Campus de Gualtar 
4710-057 Braga  
Portugal 
Tel.: +351 253604340 
Fax: +351 253604369 
E-mail: jmpacheco@math.uminho.pt 
 
Ramiro PARRADO 
Fondazione Eni Enrico Mattei 
Campo S.Maria Formosa Castello 5252 
Venice 30123  
Italy 
Tel.: +39 0412711484 
Fax: +39 0412711461  
E-mail: ramiro.parrado@feem.it 
 
Paolo PIN 
University of Siena 
Piazza San Francesco 7 
53100 Siena  
Italy 
Tel.: +39 3486033402 
Fax: +39 0577232661 
E-mail: pin3.unisi@gmail.com 
 
Roberto PONCE 
Ca' Foscari University of Venice 
Cannaregio 873 
30121 Venice  
Italy 
Tel.: +39 3404515879 
E-mail: rdanielponce@gmail.com 

Maja SCHLÜTER 
Princeton University 
106A Guyot Hall 
NJ 08544 Princeton  
USA 
Tel.: +1 6092586882 
E-mail: mschlute@princeton.edu 
 
Gabriele SCOZZAFAVA 
University of Florence 
Piazzale delle Cascine 18 
50100 Florence  
Italy 
Tel.: +39 0553288236 
E-mail: gabriele.scozzafava@unifi.it 
 
Brian SKYRMS 
University of California, Irvine and  
Stanford University 
767 Social Science Tower, 3151  
Social Science Plaza 
CA 92697-5100 Irvine  
USA 
Tel.: +1 (949) 8246495 
Fax: +1 (949) 8248388 
E-mail: bskyrms@uci.edu 
 
Eswaran SOMANATHAN 
Indian Statistic Institute 
7 SJS Sansawal Marg 
110016 New Delhi  
India 
Tel.: +91 11 41493939 
Fax: +91 11 41493981 
E-mail: som@isid.ac.in 
 
Alessandro TAVONI 
Princeton University and Ca' Foscari University 
of Venice 
via Belluzzi 3 
40135 Bologna  
Italy 
E-mail: atavoni@Princeton.EDU 
 
Nicoletta TONIUTTI 
WWF Italia 
via Orseolo 12 
20144 Milano  
Italy 
Tel.: +39 329 1921090 
E-mail: n.toniutti@wwf.it 
 
Anastasios XEPAPADEAS 
Athens University of Economics and Business 
76 Patission Street 
104 34 Athens  
Greece 
Tel.: +30 6944908658 
E-mail: xepapad@aueb.gr
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