Global Energy Policy:
Transforming Governance for the Transition to
a Sustainable Energy Future
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Introduction




The need for a world-wide
energy transition

Energy (mostly fossil fuels)
is the key driver behind
human contributions to
climate change




Global public goods - definition

From Kaul and Mendoza (2003):

« Goods have special potential for being publlc
if they have non-excludable benefits, nonrival benefits,

or both
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Energy as a global public good?

We argue that the sustainability of the energy system
is @ global public good (just as global financial
stability) because it would;

e ——————




A global public good needs providers

Global public good may either not exist or be
insufficiently provided due to (Conceigao 2003):
e undersupply

e malprovision

e Qveruse

A very scattered supply can lead to both underuse
and underprovision




Global governance - when?

The principle of subsidiarity says:
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e action should be taken at the level where it is
most effective, the effectiveness condition;

. actlon at the hlgher IeveI should be taken when




Global providers of a sustainable energy sy§tgp1
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Three types of sources of global public goods,,,
all very weak for sustainable energy Rl

Norms (hard and soft law)
Na|r0b| 1981 RIO 1992 (Agenda 21),




Energy efficiency

Global cooperation on energy efficiency: a win-win
situation, but still controversial




Renewable energy
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Johannesburg Summit in 2002: first global sen‘j’ V..
quantitative goal to increase the share of
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renewable energy in the global energy mix, but no
follow-up
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Conclusions

* The climate regime needs support from
stronger global energy governance

* The sustalnablllty of the energy system should




‘Thank you!
Contact:
sylvia.karlsson@tse.fi




